CHAPTKR IV

A REVERENT STUDENT OF INDIA

Nautical hospitality. Brothers' meeting. Welcomed by Lord
Reading at Bombay. "A reverent student.'* Brilliant scene
at Poona. Threats to end tour. Big-game hunt in Nepal.
Rumours of ill-feeling. Mixing with the crowd, Tubules to
the royal ambassador's tact and qualities.

IN so massive and intricate an idea as (he British
Empire, the invention of phrases becomes a neces-
sity.   The constant danger is that the life of the
idea will become phrase-ridden.   In every corner of
the earth men's minds arc deadened by the weight of
phrases that no longer hold a meaning.   From time to
time they discover the flaw, rebel and throw off the
burden, only to find themselves gradually pressed down
by the heaviness of new phrases.    One immediate
result of the Prince of \X;ales's voyages was the revivi-
fying of the idea called British Empire with all its
attendant ideas, not least the idea that England was a
sister country.   If ever there was one, that is an idea
worth keeping alive in every aspect of its implication,
For it represents a relationship which is tar more
appropriate to Imperial Government than that of distant
cousin on the one hand or of heavy father on the other,
"When the Prince began to draw up the programme
for his visit to India, he was fully alive to the probability
that this _ would prove more difficult than all previous
undertakings.   Its importance, therefore, was so much
the greater.  For one thing/it would be necessary to
hide his flexible, easy manner behind a facade of state-
liness and tircumstance.   He must put his democratic
feelings in his pocket and assume a role in keeping
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